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Independent Evaluator for the endorsement of initial teacher, tutor and trainer (ITTTE) qualifications in England

Introduction

Standards Verification UK Ltd (SVUK) is the subsidiary of Lifelong Learning UK, the sector skills council for the lifelong learning workforce.  SVUK has been commissioned by the DfES to continue with the endorsement of ITTTE qualifications, which includes all the new awards for initial teacher, tutor and trainer training that form part of the Equipping our Teachers for the Future reform agenda in England.  We also have a residual role in ensuring any trainee teachers completing legacy qualifications up until August 2008 are able to meet the requirements of the 2001 Regulations.

SVUK seeks to have a continuous quality improvement approach to the delivery of its verifications services, including endorsement.  We therefore wish to let a contract for the services of an Independent Evaluator.  This position is not available to any person who is contracted to SVUK as a reviewer.

The services required in this contract are:

1. A review of the strategy to date for independent evaluation including the evidence relating to the quality of endorsement from commissioned reports and other sources

2. Recommendations as to the most appropriate strategy for the independent evaluation of endorsement for the period post September 2007, particularly given the level of scrutiny of the reform agenda from other agencies including LLUK and QCA in respect of pilot qualifications
3. Provision of independent evaluation services in relation to endorsement from September 2007.

A total of 25 days’ work is available until August 2008.  However this volume may be subject to revision depending on the recommendations adopted for carrying out independent evaluation from September 2007.  The daily rate will be £400 inclusive of VAT, plus approved expenses.  The Independent Evaluator will require an office address and facilities external to SVUK or LLUK.  Business travel is anticipated, at minimum to SVUK’s Leeds or LLUK’s London offices, but potentially to a limited number of ITT providers.

Likely activities

· Desk review of independent evaluation of endorsement to date

· Preparation of recommendations for a strategy for independent evaluation from September 07

· Conduct of telephone, face to face interviews or focus groups to support the above

· Conduct of evaluation activities from September 

· Provision of interim and final reports in respect of evaluation activities carried out in the 07-08 academic year.

Application Process

Please submit a mini-bid (ie no more than 5 pages of A4) identifying any relevant experience related to the services required, and a schedule of proposed activities with indicative costs.

Bids should be sent by post (in a plain, unmarked envelope) to
Standards Verification UK

4th Floor

Park Row

Leeds

LS1 5JL

Or email to: svukadmin@lluk.org
Please ensure the tender reference number  (SVUK/119 Eval/2007) is included as a header on all documentation and is in the top left hand corner of the outer envelope, if posted.

No correspondence or telephone enquiries can be entered into concerning the nature of the bid.

Closing date for applications:   Noon   Wednesday 4 July 2007
There will be a desk selection.  If required, short listed bidders may be asked to make a presentation at Standards Verification UK’s offices in Leeds.
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Private limited company no 05281524   Registered in England and Wales at the above address.

