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PART A GUIDANCE 

GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING

WELSH ENDORSMENT APPLICATIONS 2007-2008

Guidance for awarding institutions on the endorsement of initial teacher training qualifications for the Post-16 Education and Training sector

Post graduate Certificates in Education

Certificates in Education

offered by Awarding Institutions and to be delivered

for the first time in the academic year 2007-2008.

Standards Verification UK Ltd is a part of Lifelong Learning UK
Section 1 – Who is the endorsement guidance for?

These guidance notes are designed to support institutions that are seeking endorsement this academic year for initial teacher training qualifications for the learning and skills sector that will be delivered during the 2007-2008 academic year for the first time. This includes: 
· “first-time” qualifications: those which concern newly-submitted programmes being presented to SVUK by an institution for a first endorsement.

· existing providers offering new qualification(s) for the first time in 2007/2008

· “reapplying” qualifications: those which have previously been endorsed, but whose validation or accreditation period has expired or is due to expire. The re-validation or re-accreditation of qualifications requires that a new endorsement application be submitted.

The endorsement process covers qualifications and awards for initial teacher training for the learning and skills sector at a minimum of Level 4 and its equivalents, and for Stages One, Two and Three only.  

Section 2 – What is the requirement?

From July 2002 in accordance with regulation S.I. 2001 no.1209, the Secretary of State for Education and Skills required all FE teacher-training qualifications in Wales to have been endorsed by FENTO to ensure:

· full coverage of the FENTO Standards for Teaching and Supporting Learning

· robust internal and external quality improvement

Responsibility for providing an endorsement service in passed to Lifelong Learning UK and has been carried out by Standards Verification UK since January 2005.  SVUK was then invited to provide service in Wales as of April 2006.

2.1
New ITT FE programmes
New ITT FE programmes put forward by AIs cannot start until they have been validated and then endorsed by Standards Verification UK. 

No learners should be on programmes that have yet to be awarded endorsed status.  Endorsement will not be given retrospectively.

2.2       Duration of the endorsement 

This will depend on the quality of the application. 

When applications from AIs fully meet SVUK requirements they will receive an endorsement that lasts for the validation or accreditation period of the qualification(s), subject to further visits and reports from endorsement reviewers. 

Section  3 – How does the process begin?

3.1
New provision
Institutions which are intending to offer a newly validated or revalidated, or newly accredited or re-accredited qualification for the first time should send a letter of intent to the Standards Verification Manager.  

Dates for the submission of all the relevant documentation will then be negotiated by Standards Verification UK with the institution.
3.3
Existing endorsed ITT- FE provision

In implementing any changes to requirements that may have occurred since the start of the current endorsement, awarding institutions are encouraged to use their year-on-year course amendment procedures. 

Any action needed to comply with the new requirements and guidance will be supported and monitored by individual endorsement reviewers as part of the ongoing monitoring process for endorsed qualifications.  

A Glossary of Terms is presented at the end of “Part B Guidance: Specific Information”.

3.4
Standards Verification

Institutions seeking standards verification for accredited continuing professional development (CPD) qualifications, other qualifications, or training programmes should contact the Quality Assurance Officer at Standards Verification UK for information and guidance.   E-mail kayfountain@svuk.eu.

Section 4 – How is endorsement carried out?

The endorsement team is made up of:

The Standards Verification Manager who is responsible for managing the process.

The Quality Assurance Officer who supports the endorsement team.

Endorsement reviewers who are allocated a caseload of AIs and work with them to:

· ensure that all qualifications map to the FENTO Standards for Teaching and Supporting Learning 

· provide rigorous quality improvement

As part of the quality assurance and monitoring role, endorsement reviewers carry out visits to awarding institutions and delivery centres.


4.2 Endorsement decisions: the Welsh Endorsement Panel 

The Panel can comprise:

The Standards Verification Manager 

The Verification Services Manager

The Quality Assurance Officer or the Standards Verification Administrator

Reviewers in attendance

An Observer from DfCLLS 
The Verification Services Manager normally chairs the Panel meetings, and is responsible for taking any chair’s action for endorsement or standards verification applications. The Standards Verification Manager may also act as Panel chair. The Quality Assurance Officer is the Panel Secretary, and secretariat functions are provided by the Quality Assurance Officer together with the Standards Verification Administrator. 

The Endorsement and Approvals Panel receives reports from reviewers and takes decisions on the recommendations put to it regarding endorsement applications, monitoring arrangements including delivery centre visits, and the duration of endorsement for qualifications and awards submitted. 

4.3 The Appeals Panel
This panel can be put in place in case an AI wishes to contest a panel decision and is made up of representatives from the sector. 

Queries: Quality Assurance Officer
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