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Former vice-chancellor to chair standards body
Former university vice-chancellor and schools inspector Derek Fraser is to be the first independent chair of a new organisation responsible for monitoring standards of training for post-16 teachers. 

Professor Fraser, former vice-chancellor and chief executive of Teesside University, will chair Standards Verification UK (SVUK), part of the new sector skills council Lifelong Learning UK. 

SVUK has inherited work previously carried out by the Further Education National Training Organisation. This includes endorsing initial teacher training qualifications and approving specialist qualifications for teachers of adult literacy, adult numeracy and English for Speakers of Other Languages. 

Professor Fraser, who retired from Teesside two years ago, said he was looking forward to the challenge of leading SVUK, which employs a small core of full-time staff as well as teams of endorsement reviewers and approvals reviewers who are practitioners in the sector. 

"The quality of teacher training has a direct impact on the quality of learning in further education colleges, universities and other settings," he said. "SVUK will build on the excellent work carried out by FENTO and will play an important part in helping to raise skill levels throughout lifelong learning." 

After teaching history at universities in the UK and the United States, Professor Fraser moved to Her Majesty's Inspectorate, where he inspected schools and higher education during the mid 1980s. 

He later worked at the Department of Education and Science as a staff inspector and assistant secretary. "I am confident that my experience as an inspector will be of benefit in ensuring quality in teacher training," he added. 

Professor Fraser is also chair of the Independent Football Commission, a quality watchdog that monitors the Football Association and other bodies in the sport. He is a Birmingham City supporter. 

John Hedger, chair and David Hunter, chief executive of Lifelong Learning UK, welcomed Professor Fraser to his new post. "Derek's wide-ranging background in education, together with the vast expertise of those already working for SVUK, will be vital in establishing it as an effective watchdog that complements the work of LLUK," he said.

For further information contact Derek Fraser on 0113 266 1355 or 07768 300987 (mobile) or John Hedger or David Hunter on 020 7332 9500.

-----------------------

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Standards Verification is a wholly-owned subsidiary of LLUK, which is responsible for workforce planning and development in the lifelong learning sector. SVUK has its own independent board and chair.

2. LLUK is part of the Skills for Business network, set up by employers to raise skill levels among the workforce as a whole through better training and development.

3. Specific tasks facing Lifelong Learning UK include the development of sector-wide standards and the production of labour market intelligence. The sector has more than one million employees.

4. LLUK will also help employers in lifelong learning to have greater influence over national and regional policies, as well as improving the dialogue between learning providers and employers in other sectors.
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