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Independent evaluation of the verification and other services delivered by Standards Verification UK in England.
Introduction

Standards Verification UK Ltd (SVUK) is the subsidiary of Lifelong Learning UK, the sector skills council for the lifelong learning workforce.  SVUK has three key workstreams funded by DIUS that support the professionalisation agenda of teachers, tutors and trainers in the FE/learning and skills workforce in England. These are:

· endorsement of initial teacher training (ITT) qualifications to meet the requirements of the 2007 Regulations

· General Professional Recognition Learning and Skills: a scheme with three routes for unqualified but experienced teachers in the FE/learning and skills sector to be, in a position to apply for licensed practitioner status and

· the Tariff of ITT qualifications and other information to support practitioners locate their starting point for working to licensed status.
SVUK seeks to have a continuous quality improvement approach to the delivery of all its verification services.  As a part of this we therefore wish to let a contract or contracts for the services of one or more Independent Evaluators.  Such a position is not available to any person who has been contracted to SVUK as an ITT reviewer, GPRLS adjudicator or GPRLS panel member.

The services required in this contract are:
A
Endorsement

1. Proposals for activities: 

to complete an evaluation of the contribution of existing processes for 
conducting endorsement;


to gather and feed back evaluative information for quality improvement.
2. Conduct of agreed evaluation activities within the contracted timeframe.
3. Recommendations in respect of the extension of the workstream post March 2009 and a strategy for ongoing evaluation within our quality management system.

B
GPRLS
4. Proposals for activities to complete an evaluation of the introduction of the All Areas route and the clarity of information provided.
5. Conduct of agreed evaluation activities within the contracted timeframe.
6. Recommendations in respect of the extension of the workstream post March 2009 and a strategy for ongoing evaluation within our quality management system.
C
GPRLS B4
7. Proposals for activities to complete an evaluation of the introduction of the B4 route and the clarity of information provided.
8. Conduct of agreed evaluation activities within the contracted timeframe.
9. Recommendations in respect of the extension of the workstream post March 2009 and a strategy for ongoing evaluation within our quality management system.

D
The Tariff
10. Proposals for activities to complete an evaluation to identify the clarity and usefulness of the Tariff information for individual practitioners and their employers across the FE/learning and skills sector in England. 
11. Conduct of agreed evaluation activities within the contracted timeframe.
12. Recommendations in respect of the extension of the workstream post March 2009 and a strategy for ongoing evaluation within our quality management system.

A total of 10 days’ work is available until March 2009 for each workstream, that is a maximum of 40 days overall.  Prospective evaluators are invited to bid for the evaluation of one or more workstreams.  Anyone bidding for more than one workstream would be expected to demonstrate the added value of evaluating across workstreams.

The daily rate will be £400 inclusive of VAT, plus approved expenses.  The Independent Evaluator(s) will require an office address and facilities external to SVUK or LLUK.  Business travel is anticipated, at minimum to SVUK’s Leeds or LLUK’s London offices.

Likely activities

· Desk review of evaluations undertaken to date in each of the workstreams.
· Conduct of telephone, face to face interviews, focus groups or online questionnaires to support the agreed evaluation activities.
· Preparation of recommendations for a strategy which will operate from April 2009 for the development and evaluation of the workstream or workstreams within our quality management system. 

· Provision of draft final report by 13th February 2009 and final report by 20th  March 2009.
Application Process

For single workstream applications, please submit a mini-bid (i.e. no more than 5 pages of A4) identifying any relevant experience related to the services required and a schedule of proposed activities with indicative costs.

When applying for several workstreams, bidders must provide an overview of the proposal, supporting methodology, proposed activities, project plan, quality assurance procedures, relevant experience for the type of work required and value added services together with the indicative costs per workstream.  

Bidders should also include contact details for two referees and confirmation that SVUK may approach them in confidence.
Bids should be sent by post (in a plain, unmarked envelope) to
Standards Verification UK

4th Floor

Park Row

Leeds

LS1 5JL

Or email to: svukadmin@svuk.eu 
Please ensure the tender reference number (SVUK/T003/2008) is included as a header on all documentation and is in the top left hand corner of the outer envelope, if posted.

No correspondence or telephone enquiries can be entered into concerning the nature of the bid.

Closing date for applications:   Noon Friday 21 November 2008
There will be a desk selection on Tuesday November 25 2008.  Short listed bidders will be asked to make a presentation at Standards Verification UK’s offices in Leeds on Wednesday 3 December 2008. 
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